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Principal’s message 

Winter has quickly arrived in Bobcat land as we near the end of the first semester. It is 

hard to believe we are almost halfway through the school year already. As the first se-

mester comes to an end, please encourage your children to take advantage of the oppor-

tunities available as shown on our “Academic Support Programs” link on our school 

website. We want all students to finish strong and meet their academic goals. 

Thanks to all the community members who have supported our Celebrate My Drive 

contest this year. We were not able to finish in the top five places but had an opportuni-

ty to finish in the top 50. We will hear the results and make an announcement by Dec. 1.  

Thanks again for all of your support of WDHS and the State Farm program. 

Earlier in the fall, we had several parent meetings to discuss the proposed trimester 

schedule. At that meeting, we heard from parents that you wanted more details. We 

have been working hard with our teachers to put together all the necessary information 

and will have another parent meeting in January. Please follow our emails, information 

on the website, our Facebook page, and our Twitter account for the dates and times of 

the meeting. We are very excited about the possibilities we have to improve our pro-

gram in the trimester schedule. 

All of us at Western Dubuque High School are very thankful for the tremendous com-

munity we have and wish everyone a wonderful holiday season. 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org. 
 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your 

email, please contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-

876-3442 ext. 3001.   

Superintendent Search 

The Western Dubuque School Board has selected McPherson & Jacobson, L.L.C., Execu-

tive Recruitment and Development to assist them in the important task of selecting super-

intendent candidates for the board to interview. 

As a Western Dubuque CSD parent, you are invited to provide valuable input into deter-

mining the qualities of the next Superintendent at a meeting with the consultants on Mon-

day, December 15, 2014 at the Western Dubuque Administration Building in Farley. The 

meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m. and should last approximately one hour. 

Your advice is very important to us, we hope you will attend!  This meeting is open to any 

patrons who wish to provide input. 

Sincerely, 

Gary McAndrew 

McPherson & Jacobson L.L.C. 

Index 

http://www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org
mailto:laura.hoerner@wdbqschools.org


Page 2 BOBCAT BULLETIN Staff Articles  

WDHS Special Olympics  

BY LAURIE FALLON, SPECIAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR 

 The Western Dubuque High School Special Olympics 

season is in full swing for the 2014-15 school 

year. This is the students’ 10th year of competition at 

WDHS, and this year’s team has earned many medals 

throughout the years. There are eight athletes on the 

Bobcat team this year who are involved in the follow-

ing competitions: bowling, which is held in October and November; Nordic 

(cross country) skiing, which is held in January; powerlifting; unified 

cheerleading; track and field; and unified bocce competition, all of which 

are held in the spring. The athletes involved include: Caleb Ernzen (12), 

Brennen Koopman (12), Lee Greenwood (12), Michelle Neumann (11), 

Kaitlin Bockenstedt (10), Allie Girard (10), Morgan Kennedy (9) and Mar-

cus Keehn (9). We also have over 10 unified partners who participate and 

compete with the Special Olympics athletes in unified bocce and unified 

cheerleading. Competitions are held all over the state where Special Olym-

pic athletes can earn ribbons at area competitions and medals at state com-

petitions. 

Transportation for the WDHS Special Olympics is provided by Western 

Dubuque Schools; however, competition fees, equipment and accommoda-

tions for overnight stays are supported through donations.  We want to 

thank Trading Places Realty, Inc. for being a “gold medal” donor.  We also 

want to thank the following  “bronze medal”  donor organizations for their 

generosity: Fidelity Bank and Trust of Dyersville; American Legion Post 

137 from  Dyersville;  Sons of the American Legion Squadron 137, Dyers-

ville; John White Post 650 of Epworth; Citizens State Bank of Cascade and 

New Vienna; American Trust and Savings Bank of Farley;  Knights of Co-

lumbus from Cascade; Knights of Columbus from Dyersville. “Spirit” 

medal donors include the American Legion Auxiliary of Dyersville and the 

Dyersville Federated Women’s Club. “Gold medal” donors contribute $500 

or more; “silver medal” donors contribute $250-499, “bronze medal” do-

nors contribute $100-249, and “spirit” donors contribute $10-99.  For any 

inquiries about donating or volunteering for Special Olympics, contact 

Coach Laurie Fallon at WDHS. 

Yearbook information  
 

BY BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR  
 

Attention: Senior portraits are due! There is no time to waste.  Senior 

portraits are due to Mr. Ressler by Dec. 19.  Contact your photographer 

and have them email a copy to Mr. Ressler 

(ben.ressler@wdbqschools.org).  If you are unable to get ahold of your 

photographer, you can bring in a wallet of your portrait as a last resort.   
 

Books for Sale: The 2015 Yearbooks are on sale for $57. March is your 

last chance to order a 2015 Yearbook. We order the exact number of books 

purchased so don’t miss out! This year’s book will be loaded with over 

2,500 photos and captions. The book’s theme this year is “Bobcat Strong” 

and will be sure to be a great purchase. Bring a $57 check to Alice Ostwin-

kle in the Activities Office to reserve your copy today.   

 

 

Western Dubuque’s FBLA gives 

back 
 

This October, Western Dubuque High School’s 

FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) chapter 

held its first annual Trick-or-Tr(EAT) event. Almost 

100 student volunteers gathered and organized this 

fun and effective way to celebrate the spirit of the 

holiday season. During scheduled trick-or-treating 

times, volunteers went door to door in five local 

communities, including Holy Cross, Epworth, Pe-

osta, Farley, and Dyersville, collecting non-

perishable food donations. Altogether almost 2,500 

lbs. were collected and distributed to the Epworth 

and the Dyersville food banks. 

Western Dubuque’s FBLA chapter would like to take 

this opportunity to thank all of those who participat-

ed this year. Trick-or-Tr(EAT) was an overwhelming 

success and a fantastic community service effort for 

these students. The student-led chapter is hoping to 

make this an annual event around Halloween time 

here in the Bobcat Nation!  Thank you once again to 

all who supported our efforts, and happy holidays! 

-Western Dubuque’s Future Business Leaders of 

America 

Students who participated in the FBLA Trick-or-

Tr(EAT) event included the following: (front row, left 

to right) Julia Wickham (11), Karley Crouse (12), 

Lisa Greenwood (12), Abigail Dolphin (11) and 

Quinn Herbst (11).  (Back row, left to right): Carleigh 

Wickham (9), Anne Marie Greenwood (12), Mariah 

Gansen (12), Jenna Willer (11) and Morgan Olsem 

(11). 
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Senior spotlight: 

Katelyn Soat 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY 

KATELYNN TILL 

 

How long have you been 

going to Western Dubuque? 

Four years 
 

Favorite high school 

memory? Making 5th Avenue, 

placing top ten at state dance and being awarded Best Female Vocalist at 

a show choir competition 
 

Advice for upcoming seniors? Don’t mind what people think. 
 

Funniest memory of high school? My dress wouldn’t close in the back, 

and I performed for show choir anyway. 
 

Future plans after high school? Attending college, don’t know where 

yet, but for music education and performance 
 

Favorite class/activity you were in? Out of all of them, definitely show 

choir 
 

Where do you plan to be in 10 years? Either a music teacher with my 

own show choir or performing somewhere big as an opera singer 

 

 

Senior spotlight: Michael 

Klostermann 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY KATELYNN TILL 
 

How long have you been going to West-

ern Dubuque? Since kindergarten 
 

Favorite high school memory? Home-

coming court was quite the experience. 
 

Advice for upcoming seniors? Focus on 

school, but don’t be afraid to have fun be-

cause it is your last year in high school. 
 

Funniest memory of high school? When I 

stormed the football field and fell, and cap-

tured it all on video! 
 

Future plans after high school? Going to UNI or a four-year business 

degree, and then transferring to Palmer to become a chiropractor 
 

Favorite class/activity you were in? My favorite subject is English, and 

my favorite activity is soccer. 
 

Where do you plan to be in 10 years? Living in Germany 

WD Wrestling  
Success 
 

BY KATIE KRAMER 

Last year’s wrestling season 

was a success! Western 

Dubuque had three boys 

qualify for state last year: 

Collin Koerperich, Max Lyon and Bailey Thurm. Varsi-

ty’s Head Coach Paul Cleary, along with the 2014 assis-

tant coaches Jordan Loy, Jamie Bahl, Matt Manning, 

Troy Brown, Matt McCarthy, Chris Gansen and Mitch 

Gansen, are excited for the new season to start. Cleary 

says that last season they had great team unity. They 

had many people sign up for wrestling, as well as 29 

wrestlers who were committed to getting better at the 

Luther team camp this year. He believes that the team 

as a whole had great participation and work ethic 

demonstrated in the off-season. Most of the guys were 

and are still involved in other sports. 

This year, the coaches are expecting to have around 50 

wrestlers for varsity and junior varsity positions. Cleary 

says, “The only downfall to this season is that we grad-

uated eight seniors, with five of them being starters who 

had 563 wins combined.” Although the team is losing 

some leadership this season, Cleary states, “I am very 

excited about our “Next Men In” who will step up to 

compete for varsity jobs, as they are well prepared after 

going 13-3 in dual meet competition last season.” With 

that being said, the wrestling season is starting with 

their first meet at home on Dec. 18! Come and support!  

Go Bobcats! 

 

Seniors pictured from left to right: Bailey Thurm, 

McKade Bockenstedt,  Lincoln Demmer, Ryan Kluesner, 

Alex Wernimont, Andrew Oberbroeckling, Collin Koer-

perich, Mitchell McAndrew, Ryan Kenneally, Jacob 

Burds and Dylan Hoefler. 

Got Talent? 

Western Dubuque High School Presents:  

“The Midwest’s Got Talent!” at 6:00 p.m. on Feb. 7, 2015. 

Live Talent Show and Visual Art Show 

Artists, soloists, small groups, and large groups featuring  

family-friendly talents are welcome to audition. 

With questions or to register for an audition,  

please call Carol at 563-564-2195 by Friday, Dec. 19. 



Page 4 BOBCAT BULLETIN Student Articles  

Student Council update—

Veteran’s Day 

BY ANNE MARIE GREENWOOD 

On Tuesday, Nov. 11, Western Dubuque held its 

annual Veteran’s Day assembly to honor those 

who have served our country. Rich Billmeyer, 

father of Jom Kent and current students 

Wolfegang Billmeyer (12) and Lorraine Billmeyer 

(9), served in the army reserve for eight years. He 

also earned the 

Purple Heart, 

which is award-

ed to those who 

are wounded by 

an instrument of 

war, and Bronze 

Star, the fourth-

highest individual 

military award 

for acts of hero-

ism, merit, or 

meritorious service in a combat zone. Billmeyer gave a speech about the significance of Veter-

an’s Day and his experiences while serving. The chamber choir gave an awesome performance 

of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” The band, with vocals by senior Brooke Bockenstedt, also gave 

an amazing performance of “God Bless the USA.” Mr. Stubben said, “Hands down, [this was] 

the best Vet’s Day I’ve seen here.” Thanks to all who helped make the Veteran’s Day assembly a 

success! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY BEN RESSLER 

Rich Billmeyer addresses the students and staff of Western Dubuque High School 

in the new auditorium.   

PHOTOGRAPH BY BEN RESSLER 

Brooke Bockenstedt (12) wows 

the crowd with her performance 

of “God Bless the USA” with the 

WDHS Band accompanying her.   

New Year’s resolutions: 

BY LEXI RECKER  

The New Year is coming up soon, and you know what that means—time to make your New Year’s resolutions! Want to do better in 

school or try a new sport? Now’s your chance! I asked the following students and staff what their resolutions were, and these were 

their responses:  

Mr. Danner: Encouraging everyone to have 

positive attitudes around Western Dubuque.  

MacHanna Higgins (9): My New Year’s 

resolution is to be more outgoing. 

Sami Kluesner (9): My new year’s resolution 

is to make more friends. 

Missy Cummer (10): Be nicer to everyone 

and do better in school. 
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Registering for the selective service 

Male students who are 18 must register with the selective service within 

30 days of turning 18, by law.  Students can register online  

(www.sss.gov) at age 17 years 3 months.  The information can be stored 

electronically and then registration will be done automatically on their 

18th birthday.  Students may also register in the guidance office. 

Registration information for  

the 2015-2016 school year 
 

We have not yet set dates for registration for next year. We 

continue to plan for a change to trimesters and so we need to 

finalize some information before we are ready to register. Al-

so, unrelated to trimesters, we are updating our Campus Infor-

mation System and need to have that information completed 

before we are ready to register. 
 

We plan on starting the registration process in early February. 

We will send an email to parents and communicate with stu-

dents all of the necessary information as soon as possible.   
 

Thank you, 
 

Dave Hoeger 

Senior News  
College representatives 

visit WDHS 
Several college representatives have already visited with 

seniors at Western Dubuque High School, and many 

more will be scheduled after winter break. Students have 

the opportunity to get first-hand information by people 

who actually work at the colleges and to have their ques-

tions answered. They also bring a great deal of printed 

information for the students. 

Students are strongly encouraged to visit with represent-

atives of colleges they are truly interested in.   

No “Fill Out the FAFSA 

Day” this year 

In the past, we have hosted a “Fill Out 

the FAFSA (Free Application for Feder-

al Student Aid) Day in February. How-

ever, this year we will not be offering 

this program due to the fact that the Io-

wa College Planning Network is strictly 

going to the College Goal Sunday. The College Goal Sunday is a national 

program that works with community organizations to coordinate financial 

aid events where students and families can receive free assistance with the 

completion of the FAFSA form. This year, Iowa College Goal Sunday will 

hold events through January, February, and the first week of March 

2015. The specific dates and locations can be found online at 

www.IowaCGS.org. The closest location for our school will be from 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 21, 2015 at the University of Dubuque. If this 

date does not work for you, you can check the website above for the next 

closest location. You can also contact the Iowa College Planning Network at 

877-272-4692. 

Graduation Date 
Graduation will be at 2:30 p.m. on 

May 17  in the main gym. 

College & Career Fair  
On Monday, Jan. 12, the Western Dubuque High School Counseling 

Department will hold a College & Career Fair for our current sopho-

mores and juniors. Students will have the opportunity to meet with sev-

eral different colleges, the armed forces, and local unions.  This is a 

great opportunity for us to show our students that there are a variety of 

schools and career choices out there. This fair is very beneficial to our 

registration process here at the high school because it can lead students 

towards certain career pathways. This fair serves as the beginning of the 

college process. 

Shooting for state 

BY GRACE PUTZ 

Western Dubuque girls basketball is starting their season off confidently. Morgan Pitz, a 10th grade varsity play-

er, thinks the season is going to be a good one. When asked what her hopes were for the season, she said, “To 

play every game to the best of our ability and make it as far as we did last year.” Last year, the varsity team 

made it to state and placed as the 4-A runner-up. As a team, they were high performing, losing in a very close 

championship game against Harlan. The varsity team is excited for a new season to begin and is confident in their abilities to get 

just as far as last year. Morgan, who has been playing since she was seven years old, loves basketball because she has met many 

different people who she is now good friends with, and she has gotten to travel with her team to many places. She is a four-sport 

student, and she believes that playing other sports is also beneficial because they keep her active. Kayleigh Simon, a 9 th grade bas-

ketball player, hopes the season will go well for all teams. She thinks the season will go very well if the team can work together.  

Good luck to all the girls basketball teams. 

https://webmail.wdbqschools.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=33LE1LVZ_E-sWMQwu4UrEONPYWFi2NEIs6fTe2Z2t0kVNkugw4wBsx_7nTKkJMeb-P8jmAdzB80.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.IowaCGS.org
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History of the Angel Tree project 
 

BY ALEX DEUTMEYER 
 

The Angel Tree is one of the biggest efforts for 

the holiday season—one that Western Dubuque 

High School takes part in each year. This nation-

wide event first began in 1975 as a West Knox-

ville Business & Professional Women's Club 

(BPW) community service project to provide 

holiday gifts for 70 underprivileged children. The 

program is thusly named because the local family 

who found out the wishes of local children wrote 

their gift needs on Hallmark greeting cards with 

pictures of angels on them. The family placed the 

cards on a Christmas tree at the mall and encour-

aged shoppers to help a child in need. In 1994, 

Angel Tree, Inc. was officially established as a 

non-profit organization. This year is the 38th year 

of the Angel Tree program. Thousands of under 

privileged children are helped every holiday sea-

son because of this truly remarkable project.  

Activities Department  
 

Behavior 
 

This winter fans will notice something different before the varsity games start. The WaMaC Conference has 

decided to have athletes from each team read a statement about sportsmanship and crowd behavior. 
 

The WaMaC Conference has proven it is one of the toughest conferences in the state. Let’s make sure we 

support our athletes in a positive light. Listed below is an excellent parent code of conduct regardless of 

what sport or what level. 
 

CONDUCT COUNTS—ACTIVITY PARENTS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 

As the parent of an activity participant, I will: 

 Remember my daughter or son participates in educational activities for fun. 

 Do my best to understand the purpose of educational activities, which always puts education first. 

 Remember it is a privilege, not a right, for my son or daughter to participate in interscholastic  

        activities. 

 Remember my attendance at an interscholastic activity is a privilege, not a right. 

 Always conduct myself with character, and insist my daughter or son do the same, even when it is not the popular thing to do. 

 Treat all people (coaches/advisors, contestants, contest officials, other spectators) with respect at all times and insist my son or 

daughter do the same. 

 Support all students participating, not just my son or daughter. 

 Be gracious in victory and accept defeat with dignity. 

 Honor the spirit and intent of the rules under which my daughter or son participates. 

 Never demonstrate threatening or abusive behavior or use foul language. 

 Try my best to be a fan, not a fanatic! 

 

Let’s make this season another great one.  GO BOBCATS! 

John Hlubek 

7-12 Activities Director 

Trimester poll 
 

BY KELLI DENLINGER 
 

One of the present discussions within the Western Dubuque School District 

has been the elimination of current block scheduling. Thoughts and ideas about 

switching to trimester scheduling have and are still being discussed. There are 

many pros to the new scheduling system, but there are also some cons, includ-

ing more transitions during the day and curriculum adjustments. Some pros 

include teachers prep time, smaller class sizes and course availability. I have 

recently conducted a poll with students of Western Dubuque High School, 

asking 25 freshmen, 25 sophomores and 25 juniors if they are ‘for’ or ‘against’ 

the new trimester scheduling. Out of the freshmen, 17 said they were against it, 

and 8 said they were for the change, making 68% against and only 32% for the 

schedule change. Out of the sophomores, 23 said they were against it, and only 

two said they are for, resulting in 92% of the students asked in disagreement 

with the schedule change. For the juniors, 18 out of the 25 students are against 

it, and seven are for it, which means 72% are against the change and 28% are 

for it. Yet, trimesters could prove to be a positive alternative to the current 

block scheduling. Although the majority of students may be opposed to this 

change, it could also lead to some amazing new opportunities. Stay posted for 

the final decisions concerning trimesters in the near future.   
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Activities  

WDHS Band travels to 

Hawaii 

BY NICOLE JACKSON 

The Western Dubuque Bobcat 

Band was invited to participate in 

the 73rd anniversary of the Pearl 

Harbor Memorial Parade. This is 

quite the honor, as one band from each state is invited to 

participate. The band will take a flight from Chicago to 

Hawaii on the morning of Dec. 3. They will arrive five 

hours later in Honolulu and stay at the Ohana East Hotel. 

Students will view Pearl Harbor the next day and watch 

documentary films. In the following days, students will 

experience the Polynesian Cultural Center; an Island Tour 

of Oahu, with highlights such as Diamond Head Lookout, 

Makapuu Lighthouse, Dole Pineapple Plantation, Turtle 

Beach, North Shore Oahu, the Banzai Pipeline, Sunset 

Beach and LDS Temple; and possibilities such as snorkel-

ing, hiking, surfing, or exploring the zoo or aquarium. The 

Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade begins at 6 p.m. on Dec. 7, 

and the band departs 

from Hono- lulu on 

Monday and returns 

early in the morning 

of Dec. 9. 

Winter driving  
BY SYDNEY FANGMAN 

Winter driving can be hazardous and life threatening. Whether you 

are new to driving or not, you should always be cautious. Commut-

ing to work and school can be risky for adults and students. Before 

you leave your house, make sure you are aware of your local road 

conditions. If roads are covered in snow and ice, it is best to stay 

home. However, if you must go out, make sure to bring extra gloves, 

hats, blankets and flashlights in case of an accident. Also, be sure to 

have at least a half a tank of gas, plenty of windshield wiper fluid, 

and check your tires to make sure they are in proper condition.  

To prevent accidents you should drive a safe distance behind other 

vehicles. Always drive according to weather conditions. If the 

weather is absolutely horrid while you are on the highway, drive at a 

slow rate and be aware of your surroundings. It is best to avoid 

cruise control. If you use cruise control, it may be hard to stay in 

control of your vehicle. Also, be cautious when driving on over-

passes as they can be iced over, even if the roads appear to be fine. 

Make sure to drive safely and avoid ice-covered roads this winter!  

Boys basketball: bouncing back for a new 

season 

BY GRACE PUTZ 

The Western Dubuque Bobcats plan on making it to state this year 

with their experience, improvements and hard work. Senior Spencer 

Haldeman has just signed with the University of Northern Iowa to 

play basketball for next year’s season. Haldeman has been playing 

competitively since first grade. When asked how basketball has 

affected him, he said, “I just love playing. It takes up a lot of my 

time, but I don’t mind. It has taken me all around the country.” Bas-

ketball has taken him to New York City and Las Vegas, as well as 

many other big cities. Golf has been a supporting factor in his abil-

ity to play basketball because it helps with his focus. Haldeman 

believes that the team has been communicating well, working hard 

in practice and staying very dedicated. He received numerous offers 

to play basketball in college from Drake, South Dakota, South Da-

kota State and North Colorado. When Haldeman was asked why he 

signed to UNI, he said, “Because I love the school in general. The 

atmosphere of the basketball arena is awesome. The team has great 

coaches and players. It is also a great business school.” He plans to 

major in business in the fall of 2015.  

Freshman, Quinn Baumhover, is excited for the season because he 

thinks the team has quick learners and many strong power players. 

The freshmen’s first practice was Nov. 17, and the large team of 

thirty is hoping to keep improving at a fast pace and become better 

individually and as a team. They also hope to get some wins along 

the way. Baumhover plays basketball along with baseball, football, 

and track. He believes that basketball helps him with other sports 

because it improves his footwork, speed and thought process. The 

varsity, JV, sophomore and freshman teams are going to be a solid 

force this season. Good luck this season, Bobcats!  

Creative writing corner 

 

Lost at Sea 
BY HANNAH ELLIS 

 

A once gallant ship 

Alone out at sea, 

With heavy canvas sails, 

Waving sorrowfully in the wind. 

 

Her beautiful decks, 

Once teeming with life, 

Mournfully wish for a chorus 

Of “Yo-ho-ho and a bottle of rum!” 

 

The acoustic sounds of the sea 

Lull the vessel into peaceful slumber 

As it gracefully sinks to the fathoms  

Of Davy Jones’ Locker. 
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Pictured left to right, Molly Becker (12) created  her “Broken but Beautiful” with mirrors and epoxy, and her piece “Dia de los Muertos” was created using a com-

bination of watercolor and colored pencils. Abby Handke (11) created both “Progressive Guitars” and “Waterfall Rock” using acrylic paints.  

Clarke Art Day 
BY VICKI RECKER, ART INSTRUCTOR 

Western Dubuque High School took 12 jun-

ior/senior students to the annual Clarke Art Day 

on Nov. 14. During this event, students were 

able to choose the workshops they wanted to 

attend. Some of the workshops included gesture 

drawing, wheel throwing, mold making, upcy-

cling, art history, making a sketchbook and print-

making. The students ended the day listening to 

a presentation about how to create a portfolio 

and learning about opportunities and careers in 

the field of art. Mikaela Armstrong (12), Kayla 

Winandy (11)  and Megan Lenane (12) also had 

pieces in Clarke’s Quigley Gallery as part of a 

high school art exhibit.  

Students who attended Clarke’s Art Day included the following students, front row, 

left to right: Mollie Theis (12), Mikaela Armstrong (12), Molly Becker (12) and 

Katti Rummery (12). Back row, left to right: Katelynn Till (12), Nellie Welsh (12), 

Jayde Gartner (12), Abby Handke (11), Kayla Winandy (11), Jillian Kennedy (11), 

Becca Albert (11) and Megan Lenane (12).   

Featured artists this month:  
Molly Becker and Abby Handke 

An interview with Abby Handke 

Do you want to pursue art in the fu-

ture? Yes, I would like to pursue art 

through marketing and advertising. 

How long have you been interested in 

art? Ever since I was in second grade. I 

would staple pictures and paper together 

and draw, making them fashion maga-

zines. 

What are your techniques? Simplifying shapes and using 

more blends 

What kind of materials did you use to make this piece? I 
used acrylic paints. 
 

What is the title of this piece? “Waterfall Rock”\\\ 

 
How long did it take to make this piece? Two and a half 
weeks 

An interview with Molly Becker  

Do you want to pursue art in the fu-

ture?  Of course! I want to major in art at 

Clarke next year! 

How long have you been interested in 

art? My entire life. I grew up in an in-

credibly artistic family, so my art has 

always been encouraged. 

What kind of materials did you use to make this piece? For 

the first picture, I used watercolor and colored pencils (for the 

background). For the second picture, I used mirror pieces and 

epoxy on a mannequin.  

What is the title of this piece? “Dia de los Muertos” 

How long did it take to make this piece? “Dia de los Muer-

tos” took me about a month, working on it in class and at 

home, every possible second of my free time.  
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From Serbia to Iowa 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY MEGHAN SIGWARTH 

Zdravo, Zoran Kobal! Zoran is a 16-year-old sophomore here at Western 

Dubuque High School who is from Serbia. He joined us here in Iowa 

because of a basketball student exchange program in which he has taken 

part . Zoran is considered to be just as good as LeBron James, maybe 

even better. 

Zoran is currently living with Scott and Julie Harris, and he absolutely 

loves it here. Since coming to Iowa, Zoran said he has noticed the school 

days are much longer here than in Serbia, and he loves all of the basket-

ball facilities in the area (surprise, surprise).  

Zoran may be from a different country and knows how to speak three 

different languages (English, French and Serbian), but he is just like any 

other teen. He plays basketball in his spare time, and since coming to 

America, has discovered a love for peanut butter. “I also like hamburg-

ers, cheeseburgers and McDonald’s,” Zoran said. 

Coming to Iowa has also been hard for Zoran. He said he had to leave 

his twin brother, Bojan, behind. Sadly, Zoran must leave in June to go 

back home. However, Zoran may possibly be returning to Iowa for 

school at Beckman or Walhert next year due to being allowed only one 

year at a public school. But while he’s here, let’s make Zoran’s year one 

to remember! 

Foreign Exchange Felix 

BY GRACE PUTZ 

Guten Tag, Felix Schreiter! Felix is a 15 year-old for-

eign exchange student from Idstein, Germany. He is a 

junior here, and his favorite class is sociology. Alt-

hough he was apprehensive at first, his favorite food 

here is “taco to go” (aka waking taco). When asked 

what he thought about Iowa, he said, “It is awesome, 

and the people are nice.” Felix is staying with Jason 

and Darcy Putz of Epworth. They have three children: 

Grace, Ella, and Payton.  Felix speaks three languages 

and thought the easiest one to learn was Spanish. His 

favorite American activity, so far, has been water-

skiing. He is excited to go snow-skiing when the 

weather gets cold enough. Schreiter played football 

this fall and is currently playing basketball. He is stay-

ing until June, so he plans to play soccer in the spring 

because he also played in Germany. When asked what 

he thought was a significant difference between 

America and Germany, he said, “In Germany, we 

don’t play sports for school. We play on club teams, 

and football is not common. Boys play soccer or vol-

leyball and girls play handball or do gymnastics.” He 

also said, “People are more forward in Germany, 

meaning we will tell you what we think, even if it’s 

not nice.”  Felix thought that having three siblings was 

a big adjustment. He stated, “They can be very annoy-

ing sometimes, but I still love them.”  While Felix is 

here, he wants to learn many new things, improve his 

English and have fun. He plans to travel West with his 

host family as soon as school gets out.  

WDHS Holiday Concert 

 BY CRIS TIPPLE, MUSIC INSTRUCTOR 

The vocal music department will be presenting their 

Holiday Concert at 7 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 14. This 

concert that was formerly held at the Basilica in Dy-

ersville will be held in our new auditorium at the 

high school. This will be a wonderful evening of 

holiday music featuring our concert and chamber 

choirs as well as our show choirs, 5th Avenue and Aristocats. Admission at 

the door is $5. We will also be collecting non-perishable food item dona-

tions for our local food pantries, and anyone donating food items will get 

into the concert at no charge. Please come join us for an evening of celebrat-

ing this holiday season! 
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Nurse’s Station  
Keeping students healthy 
BY JEN MATERNACH, SCHOOL NURSE 

Western Dubuque High School would like 

to decrease the spread of the flu at our 

school.  We are taking measures to help our 

students stay healthy, and we need your 

help.  Influenza spreads most easily in the 

early stages of the illness.  To protect your 

child, as well as any other child, we will be 

more sensitive to the symptoms of influenza 

and will send your child home if he or she 

is ill.   

The following recommendations will help 

prevent illness in your child and his or her 

classmates:  

Know the signs and symptoms of the flu.  

Symptoms of the flu can include fever (oral 

temperature of 100o F or greater), cough, 

sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body 

aches, headache, and feeling very tired.  

Some people may also vomit or have diar-

rhea. 

Do not send children to school if they are 

sick.  Any child who has been determined 

to be sick while at school will be sent home. 

You should begin to plan how you will pro-

vide care for your sick child if you are not 

able to stay home with them.  

Keep sick children at home for at least 24 

hours after the fever is gone.  If you give 

your child fever reducing drugs, like ibu-

profen, ensure your child has not had a fever 

for 24 hours after the drugs have worn off. 

Teach your children the flu is spread from 

person-to-person.  Teach them to cough or 

sneeze into a tissue and then throw the tissue 

in the trash.  If a tissue is not available, teach 

them to cover their cough or sneeze using 

their elbow or sleeve instead of their hands.  

Teach your children to wash their hands 

often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds especially after they cough or 

sneeze.  If soap and water is not available, 

an alcohol-based hand gel can be used.  You 

can set a good example by doing this your-

self.  

Teach your child not to share personal 

items.  These items include beverages, cups, 

food, unwashed utensils, or toothbrushes. 

Get your family vaccinated for seasonal flu 

when it becomes avail-

able. 

We appreciate your 

help in keeping our 

students healthy. 

 

 

FRESHMEN REMINDER:  

All 9th grade students must have an Iowa 

Department of Public Health Certificate of 

Dental Screening on file in the nurse’s of-

fice by Dec. 17th.   

 

Please contact your child’s dentist office 

and request a form to be mailed or faxed 

(563-876-5512) to Western Dubuque High 

School. The dental screen must occur no 

earlier than one year prior to high school 

enrollment.   

 

Please feel free to contact me at 563-876-

3442 ext. 3013 with any concerns or ques-

tions regarding financial hardship or reli-

gious exemptions. 

No-Shave November 

BY HANNAH ELLIS  

You may notice students, teachers or even celebrities 

sporting scruffy beards this November.  Well, it’s No-

Shave November! No-Shave November is self-

explanatory; throughout the duration of November people 

allow their hair to grow wild and free. By not shaving, 

people can help to create awareness for cancer across the 

world. By embracing our natural hair, which many cancer 

patients can lose during treatment, we can help raise the 

awareness of cancer patients everywhere.  Participants in 

No-Shave November can use the money they save by not 

shaving to donate to a good cause. No-Shave November 

has teamed up with the Newton Running Company and 

Dairy Queen to better involve participants and raise mon-

ey for cancer awareness. So, how do you participate? Go 

to www.no-shave.org and sign up to take the no-shave 

pledge. Once there, you can sign up as a team to see who 

can grow the silliest beard, or you can sign up on your 

own. You can also donate at www.no-shave.org and help 

with finding a cure to cancer. 

Holiday plans 

BY CARLEIGH WICKHAM 

The Western Dubuque students are getting excited about their holiday 

plans. Rachel Ormord (9) said, “I go to my aunt’s house on Christmas 

Eve. We eat cookies, open presents and then go home. When we get 

home, we exchange our presents for our secret Santa. On Christmas 

Day, we open our presents from underneath the tree, and the rest of 

the day we go sledding and drink hot chocolate as a family.” But not 

all of the students have the same plans; some don’t even stay in the 

state. Alex Deutmeyer (10) says, “I go to Tennessee on Dec. 27. While 

we are there, we go to my aunt and uncle’s house and open presents. 

Before we go to Tennessee, on Christmas Day, my grandparents come 

and we go out to eat at Timberline and take family pictures.” Other 

students stay in the state but just travel a few hours away, such as 

Katelynn Till (12) who said, “Over winter break, we go to my grand-

parents’ house in Andrew, Iowa and Hawkeye, Iowa. We decorate the 

tree, eat dinner, and open up the gifts. On Christmas Day, we open our 

presents under the Christmas tree while listening to Christmas music, 

watching a Christmas movie and recording ourselves opening our 

presents.” Overall most students spend time with their family over the 

holidays. 

http://www.no-shave.org
http://www.no-shave.org
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Senior spotlight: Mikala Hall 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LINSEY HEFEL 

What are your plans and goals for the future? I 

don’t know yet. 

Do you enjoy reading? If so, what are your 

favorite titles or genres? Yes, “Ten,” 

“Graceling,” action, mystery, and romance 

What are your hobbies? Fishing, camping, 

hanging out with friends  

What is one thing you will miss from high 

school? Hanging out with friends 

What is your biggest achievement in life so far? 
[It will be] graduating from high school 

If you were an animal, which would you be? 

Horse 

What are your plans for the upcoming summer? Going to Wyoming 

What has been your favorite class so far? Art 

What is your favorite movie, and why? “Mirror Mirror” because it was funny. 

What is senior year like? Best year of high school 

What is your favorite food? Cheesy chicken croissant 

What is your advice for the incoming freshmen? Don’t stand in the middle of 

the hallways. 
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Senior spotlight: Lee Greenwood 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY LINSEY HEFEL 

What are your plans and goals for the future? Graduate high school, run my 

own farm 

Do you enjoy reading? If so, what are your favorite titles or genres? No. 

What are your hobbies? Taking care of donkeys and hanging with friends 

What is one thing you will miss from high school? Teachers 

What is your biggest achievement in life so far? Buying cattle, taking them 

home and surprising my mom 

If you were an animal, which would you be? A jackass 

What are your plans for the upcoming summer? Get a farmers tan, work, 

play and go crazy 

What have been your favorite classes so far? Lunch, transportation and peer 

interactions 

What is your favorite movie, and why? “Fast and Furious,” lots of action 

What is senior year like? Lots of 

fun being top dog 

What is your favorite food? Sweet 

corn 

What is your advice for the in-

coming freshmen? Don’t herd like 

cattle. 

Holiday gifts galore! 
BY BRAYDEN DOUGLAS 

It’s that time again! That time of the year when 

the cold attacks and the snow falls over the 

ground in a white blanket. It is also the time 

when people’s hard-earned paychecks go right 

down the drain with all of the holiday gifts 

being bought. There is no way to avoid this; 

however, here are some inexpensive holiday 

gift ideas! 

There are many wonderful gifts for the young-

er generation. Kids love toys—boys and girls. 

This holiday you can get the younger kids toys 

such as Nerf items, Legos, board games, etc. 

The age of children owning electronics these 

days is getting lower. Instead of spending over 

two hundred dollars on an IPod or Kindle, you 

could buy a safe, kid-friendly tablet such as the 

Kurio. It is completely safe for kids and has a 

built-in case to prevent the little ones from 

damaging it. To encourage children to stay 

active, you could buy them sports/outdoor 

equipment such as basketballs, footballs, bikes, 

and scooters. Along with outdoor gifts and 

electronics, you could get clothes and accesso-

ries. Anything with Disney’s Frozen on it will 

make them happier than ever.   
 

Teenagers are much harder to buy gifts for 

because of their lack of interest in children’s 

toys. They have grown and their gift lists have 

shrunk. However, there are still many gifts to 

get the high-school-bound teens. All teens run 

on their technology, so why not get them a 

new IPhone 6 or a next gen gaming console 

such as the PS4 or the Xbox One? If that is a 

bit out of your price range, you can still rely on 

the gift of money. Teens like getting money 

because that way they can spend it on some-

thing they want instead of you taking a risk of 

buying a present they may or may not like. 

Also, the money will help them save for col-

lege. 

Parents are always telling their children, “You 

don’t have to get me a gift.” However, it is 

always nice to get them one anyway. Parents 

typically don’t want much from their children. 

With that in mind, one of the greatest gifts to 

give to Mom and/or Dad is a gift you made 

yourself. They would truly appreciate anything 

from a homemade card to do-it-yourself deco-

rations. Along with the DIY gifts being very 

thoughtful, they are also very cheap. 

From toys to electronics to DIY projects, holi-

day gifts are always fun to give and to receive. 

Have fun shopping for gifts, but most of all, 

happy holidays! 
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Book review:  

“The Maze Runner” 
 

BY ISABELLE NEUWOEHNER 

A lost and confused boy, who can 

only remember that his name is To-

mas, is lifted from a dark metal box 

and placed in the Glade. The only 

people in the Glade are boys, each 

showing up one at a time, once a 

month, on the same day each month. 

You could image their surprise when a girl, Teresa, pops out of 

the box the day after Tomas came to the Glade. Following her 

arrival, chaos consumes the glade; food stops coming, the light 

stops shining, and the doors to the maze do not shut that night. 

The maze’s walls are their only protection from the deadly crea-

tures known as grievers. This increases their urgency to solve 

the maze that surrounds them. They need to make their escape 

before they are killed by the many challenges that await them. 

4/5 stars 

Book review:  

“The Foundation” 
BY ZACHARY WERNER 

Psycohistorian Hari Seldon always pre-

dicted the fall of the empire, and every-

one always said he was crazy, until the 

emperor himself became worried. A full 

investigation of Mr. Seldon revealed that 

he had amassed a group of scientists who 

would end the barbarianism and bring 

about the second empire. They created 

the Foundation of the second empire in 

this first book of a trilogy. The book chronicles the struggles of 

these scientists and how they learned to stand up to the powerful 

barbarian adversaries. Although a little boring at points, the book 

has its definite high points that punctuated the story like little is-

lands in the vast ocean of the book. It was an interesting concept, 

but coming from the high esteemed author, Isaac Asimov, it lacked 

the literary prowess he presented in his fantastic book “I, Robot” 

and was personally quite hard to follow without an overall main 

character. Nonetheless, it was an interesting story that does stand 

up to science fiction scrutiny.  4/5 stars 
 

Movie review: 

“Interstellar” 

BY GARRETT SCHROEDER 

If you’re looking for a 

thought-provoking and 

beautifully shot film, then 

“Interstellar” is the one for 

you. It has all the elements 

of a great science fiction 

adventure film and repre-

sents more of the visually 

resplendent filmmaking 

that audiences have come 

to expect from director 

Christopher Nolan. The 

film stars Matthew McCo-

naughey and Anne Hatha-

way as the leads, both of whom convey an appropriate mood 

for the characters they play. 

In the near-distant future, Earth is coming to an end. Cooper, 

(McConaughey) is a farmer whose crops do consistently 

worse every year. He has two kids, Murph (Jessica Chastain) 

and Tom (Casey Affleck). In the past, Cooper was a test pilot 

and  now is unsatisfied with his laid back life as a farmer, but 

when he inexplicably discovers a secret NASA base, he is 

called upon to save the human  race.  A team of scientists, 

including Amelia (Hathaway), is assembled to travel along 

with him through a wormhole in order to find a new suitable 

planet for the world to call home. 

Overall, I enjoyed the movie. It was original and constantly 

kept me guessing. I had no clue where the film was going 

most of the time, but it seldom dragged or lost my interest. In 

addition, it had an extremely complex plotline which fueled 

the excitement even more. The acting was heartfelt, and I was 

able to connect with the characters’ motivations. It shared 

several similarities to Stanley Kubrick’s epic “2001: A Space 

Odyssey.” Such elements included the use of long shots, no 

sound in space and the amount of scientific realism utilized 

throughout the film. It was also extremely intriguing and left 

me thinking about all of its elements for hours after viewing it. 

Unfortunately, the film did contain a few minor plot flaws that 

started to build up by the time the end of the movie was 

reached. This did not affect the overall film, which I found to 

be an excellent science fiction adventure. 4/5 stars 
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Play review 

BY RACHEL ORMORD 

This year’s play, “The 

Lion, the Witch, and 

the Wardrobe,” was 

very good and well 

written. I asked some 

of the actors in the play what they enjoyed 

most about performing “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.”  

Zach Werner (12), who played Peter Pevensie, replied, “The play is 

closer to the book than the movie is. The assistant director, Ms. 

Jennifer Maki, wrote the script based on the book because the other 

scripts that she found were not close enough.” Hannah Ellis (12), 

who played the White Stag, said, “I liked it because it is one of my 

favorite stories, so seeing it come to life in a play was really cool.” 

Werner further explained, “I think it is a wonderful play to show-

case the new auditorium.” When asked if he would rather have had 

a different part in the play,  Zach said, “I couldn’t see me playing 

any part other than Peter.” Hannah said, “I liked being the White 

Stag because I could be in the play and still help out the crew mem-

bers.” Student Director Brooke Bockenstedt (12) said, “The play 

was a great way to open up the new auditorium; it made excellent 

use of the space, lights, and sound.” Overall, this year’s play went 

very well, and it also had amazing actors! 

Show choir update 

BY MEGHAN SIGWARTH 

It’s that time of year again, and the holidays are right around 

the corner. To set the mood, WDHS’s 5th Avenue and Aris-

tocats show choirs will be performing Cocoa and Carols at 

7:00 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 19. Cocoa and Carols is a yearly 

production that has hot chocolate and highlights the perfor-

mances for the upcoming competition season. 

In January, Aristocats will begin their competition season. 

They will be performing several “sweet” songs, such as: 

“Candyman” (Christina Aguilera), “Sugar” (from Tic Tic 

Boom), “Candy Store” (Faber Drive), “Lollipop/Tutti Frui-

ti” (Little Richard) and “I Want Candy” (Aaron Carter). This 

year’s soloists are Emily Boge (10), Molly Becker (12) and 

Jessica Wilming (11). 

The 5th Avenue show choir competition season also begins 

in January. This year’s soloists are Lexi Healey (11), Kate-

lyn Soat (12), Zech Merkes (11), Sara McAuliffe (12), 

Marissa Hayes (12) and Maddie Frasher (11). The 5th Ave-

nue show choir will be performing “Catalyst” (Linkin Park), 

“All We Need Saving/Human” (Jon McLaughlin/Christina 

Perri), “How Far We’ve Come” (Matchbox 20), “Raise You 

Up/Just Be” (Josh Groban) and “Be the Hero” (from Big 

Fish the Musical). Be sure to come out and support the 

WDHS show choirs! 

Movie review: “Big Hero 6”  

BY HALEY MURRAY 

Action, adventure and laughs—If this is what you want in a movie, then I highly recommend going to 

see “Big Hero 6.” I was pleasantly surprised by how much this film entertained me. The story begins 

in the large futuristic city of San Fransokyo, where we meet Hiro Hamada (Ryan Potter), a young 

genius who excels in understanding and creating new robotics. With some advice from his older 

brother, Tadashi (Daniel Henney), the young protagonist finds himself entering a contest that might 

just land him a scholarship into one of the best robotics schools, or, as Hiro puts it, nerd school. I 

wanted to rise from my seat and yell at the screen that nerd school sounded pretty amazing; who 

wouldn’t want to create high tech robots? Things, however, take a turn for the worse at the presenta-

tion. Hiro suffers a big loss but gains a large friend, Baymax. This large medical robot was designed 

by Tadashi to care for the sick whenever his sensors heard the word “Ow.”  By accident, Hiro acti-

vates Baymax and the plot deepens. Baymax only has one goal, and that’s helping Hiro feel better, so 

he takes actions into his own robotic hands. I was laughing out loud at the sight of a giant marshmal-

low-like robot waddling down the street.  The laughs continued to come from the crowd even when 

the heroes faced the villain of the story.  

Towards the middle of the movie, the nerds unite to form a team of six super heroes who still need a bit of work before they can call 

themselves “super” or “heroes.” All it takes is a short training scene, and the group believes that they are ready to confront the villain. 

I felt as if this part of the movie was a bit predictable, but it almost added to the film in a way, making it fun for the kids to shout out, 

“I knew it!” The movie takes somewhat of a dark dip, but it regains its light humor instantly as it enters the final stretch. I was on the 

edge of my seat with anticipation and blown away at the sight of the animations. To me, it was as if this movie had it all. In the end, I 

left the theater with a large smile on my face and a new favorite movie tucked away in my mind. If you ever want a movie with 

amazing animations, great voice actors, funny moments, action sequences and some parts that almost form a tear, “Big Hero 6” is the 

movie for you. 4/5 stars 

See below: Highlights 

from the play 



Calendar  

Important Dates 
 

December 

 

     23    1-Hour Early Dismissal - End of  2nd                           

     Quarter/End of 1st Semester   

  24-31    No School (Winter Break) 

 

 

January 

 

    1-2    No School (Winter Break) 

       5    No School - Professional Development  

       6    2nd Semester Begins 

      

 

Looking Ahead 

 

February 

 

       19    No School - Professional Development  

  

 

 

 

 

March 

 

       9   Begin 4th Quarter  

10, 12    Parent Teacher Conferences  

      13    No School -Teacher Comp. Day 

      16   No School - Professional Development  

  

It is the policy of the Western Dubuque County Community School Dis-

trict not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital sta-

tus (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic 

status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment 

practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of 

discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy 

please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator, Tina Brestrup, Director 

of Student Services, 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 52046, 563-744-

3885 x 6010, tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org  

 

We would like to 

wish everyone a 

safe & happy 

holiday season! 
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